
                       SUNDAY, 18 DECEMBER 2022 

PARISH of Ss PETER AND PAUL, KIAMA       

Incorporating the Church Communities of St Mary Star of the Sea, Gerringong;  
St Matthew’s, Jamberoo; and Ss Peter & Paul, Kiama. 

 

Next Weekend’s Mass Times – 24/25 December 2022 

Ss Peter and Paul, Kiama – Saturday Vigil 6.00pm & 9.00pm; Sunday 9.00am 

St Mary Star of the Sea Gerringong – 8.30am; St Matthew’s Jamberoo – Sunday 9.30am 
 

Parish Priest:  Father Chris Roberts       

Presbytery: 94 Manning Street, Kiama    Parish Office: 96 Manning Street (PO Box 299), Kiama 

Parish Secretary:  Louise Cobby       Office Hours:  9am - 1pm (Tues to Thurs); 9am - 4pm (Fri)  

Phone: (02) 4232 2081 Email:  kiama@dow.org.au  Web:  www.kiamacatholicchurch.org.au 
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SS PETER AND PAUL PRIMARY SCHOOL:  98 Manning St, (PO Box 248) Kiama 

Web:  www.ssppdow.catholic.edu.au    Principal:  Peter Michael     Admin Officer:  Liz Brown 

Ph: (02) 4232 2442   Fax: (02) 4232 1064    Email: info@ssppdow.catholic.edu.au 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REFLECTION 
EMBRACING THE  

MYSTERIES OF LIFE 
     “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid 

to take Mary your wife into your home. For 

it is through the Holy Spirit that this child 

has been conceived in her. She will bear a 

son and you are to name him Jesus, 

because he will save his people from their 

sins.” Mt 1:20-21 

     As we begin the Fourth Week of Advent, 

we focus ever more directly upon the 

miracle that took place over 2,000 years 

ago. The passage quoted above presents 

us with the words of the angel of the Lord 

who spoke to Joseph in a dream. This was 

one of four dreams that Joseph had in 

which an angel spoke to him concerning 

the Christ Child. 

     Saint Joseph is described in Matthew’s 

Gospel as “a righteous man” who was 

unwilling to expose his betrothed wife, 

Mary, to shame. We know the story well. 

Mary became pregnant after being 

betrothed to Joseph but before they lived 

together, and Joseph didn’t understand 

how this happened. Mary’s virtue and 

goodness would have appeared to 

contradict the possibility of her becoming 

pregnant when she did. Joseph was 

planning on doing what he thought was the 

honourable thing. He decided to divorce 

her quietly so that she would not endure 

public shame. 

     But God’s plan was so much greater 

than what Joseph could initially 

comprehend. The Incarnation of the Son of 

God within the womb of his betrothed 

required supernatural understanding. And 

that’s what Joseph was given. Though he 

had a dream in which an angel spoke to 

him, a dream was not enough. The dream 

also needed to be accompanied by the gift 

of supernatural knowledge. Joseph listened 

in the dream and believed by the interior 

revelation of faith that this incredible reality 

was true. This Child was indeed conceived 

by the Holy Spirit within the virginal womb 

of his betrothed, and Joseph accepted his 

God-given responsibility. 

     Joseph’s witness is one to ponder and 

be inspired by. First, it’s essential that we 

ponder the story as it happened and be 

inspired by God’s singularly unique plan by 

which He took on our human nature. But 

Joseph also provides us with inspiration for 

our own callings in life. Joseph inspires us 

to face any and every mystery in life that we 

encounter with the utmost trust in God. 

God’s wisdom and ways are always far 

beyond ours. Very often in life, God will call 

us to walk an unknown and mysterious 

path. Life does not always make perfect 

sense from a purely rational perspective. 

Very often, we must allow our human 

reason to be informed and led by God’s 

supernatural plan. For each of us, this 

mysterious path will be different. But if we 

are to walk by the same faith that Saint 

Joseph had, then we must always be willing 

to accept the most sublime mysteries in life 

and allow God’s revealing Word to clarify 

them. 

     Reflect, today, upon any way that you 

feel challenged by life’s circumstances. 

What tempts you to doubt, to be confused, 

or to feel uncertain? What is it that requires 

supernatural knowledge on your part to 

embrace? If God the Father chose to bring 

forth His divine Son in such a mysterious 

way, then we should not be surprised when 

God calls us to embrace similar mysteries in 

life. Walk by faith. Be inspired by Saint 

Joseph. Say “Yes” to that which God is 

asking of you. As you do, you will find that 

you will begin to walk down the most 

glorious road you can walk. 
Copyright © 2020 My Catholic Life! Inc. All rights 

reserved. Used with permission. www.mycatholic.life  

WEEKDAY MASSES - KIAMA  

Tuesday    20/12  5.00pm  

Wednesday 21/12 8.00am St Peter Canisius 

Thursday      22/12 8.00am  

Friday         23/12 9.30am St John of Kanty 
 

      

               
 

    

RECONCILIATION: Ss Peter and Paul Kiama 

Every Saturday: 8.30am – 9.00am (except Easter 
Saturday) Monthly: first Saturday, 5.00pm – 
5.30pm. 

WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS: by arrangement.  

BAPTISMS: Kiama – 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays of the 

month. Contact the Parish Office to book. 

COUNTER’S ROSTER:  18 December: Group 4 – Mike Doherty             

25 December: Peter McGuinness 
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We would like to respectfully 

acknowledge the Wadi Wadi people of 

the Dharawal nation, who are the 

Traditional Custodians and First Peoples 

of the lands on which we worship. 
 

AS A PARISH WE OFFER OUR 

PRAYERS FOR: 

 
Those who are sick: 

Colleen Rae; Mary Newn; All sick 

parishioners and sick relatives and 

friends of parishioners. 

Recently Deceased: 

Lorna Crook; Fr Thomas Zaremba; 

Shirley Bryant; Glenys Burrows; Peter 

Clarke; Stella Algie; Catherine Williams; 

John Mears; All recently deceased 

friends and relatives of parishioners. 

Anniversaries: 

Frank Mete; Elizabeth Pearson; Bruce 

Weston; Deceased relatives and friends 

of the Brady family; Bill Martin; Millie & 

Rocco Simari; Fr Anthony Simari; Pat 

Green; Peter Kells; the Holy Souls in 

Purgatory and all parishioners whose 

anniversaries occur at this time. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord 

and let perpetual light shine upon 

them. May they rest in peace. Amen. 
 

 

GERRINGONG MEMORIAL 

GARDEN 
Spaces are available to purchase in the 

Memorial Garden at St Mary Star of the 

Sea, Gerringong for the interment of 

ashes, or for memorial plaques on the 

Memorial Wall. Please note: spaces in 

the Memorial Garden are available to 

Catholics and non-Catholics. If you 

would like further information, please 

contact the Parish Office on 4232 2081 or 

email kiama@dow.org.au 
 

HOLY HOUR 
Every Saturday Morning 

From 8.00am to 9.00am in Ss 

Peter and Paul Church, Kiama. 

The hour includes Exposition 

of the Blessed Sacrament, 

Perpetual Succour Novena, 

Rosary and Divine Mercy 

Chaplet. Everyone is welcome! 

 

MASS FOR YOU AT HOME 
The Diocese streams a Mass for You at 

Home service each Sunday and this can 

be watched at:  

 https://www.dow.org.au/media-

resources/online-masses-in-the-

diocese/ 

 

Weekly Diocesan bulletin 

notices can be found at 

https://www.dow.org.au/media-

resources/weekly-bulletin-notices/ 
 

CHRISTMAS MASSES  

2022 

 

Kiama 
* Christmas Vigil, Saturday, 24 

December – 6.00pm (outdoor Mass) and 

9.00pm (indoor Mass) 

* Christmas Day, Sunday, 25 December 

– 9.00am (indoor Mass) 

NB: THERE WILL BE NO SUNDAY 

EVENING MASS ON CHRISTMAS DAY 

Gerringong 
* Christmas Day – 8.30am 

Jamberoo 
* Christmas Day – 9.30am 

All weekend Masses for the rest of 

December and January will be at their 

normal times. 
 

GERRINGONG CAROLS 

Gerringong Town Hall - Sunday,  

18 December, 7.00pm. 
 

RECONCILIATION 
There will be no 2nd Rite of Reconciliation 

for the Advent period this year. Instead, 

Fr Chris will hear confessions in Kiama 

over the next week as follows: 

* straight after the 6.00pm weekend 

Masses,  

* 15 minutes before the 8.00am Sunday 

Mass,  

* straight after all weekday Masses.  
    

AN INVITATION FROM 

BISHOP BRIAN 
Reconnect This Christmas 

"Each of us has at least one person in our 

life that is disconnected from faith. Will 

you invite them to be with you, with us, 

this Christmas?" - Bishop Brian. Perhaps 

they are a family member - a son or 

daughter, a sibling, or spouse - or a 

friend or colleague. You can pray a 

simple prayer for them (and for yourself!) 

and then simply ask them, "What are you 

doing for Christmas this year? Would you 

like to come to mass with me?" Please 

prayerfully read Bishop Brian's letter (this 

was published in the bulletin last 

weekend) and consider, "who is God 

calling me to reach out to?" 

https://bit.ly/bishopchristmas2022 

Brochures and invitation cards can 

also be found at the back of each 

church. 
 

USED STAMPS WANTED! 
Last year the Mary 

MacKillop Today 

Program raised over 

$40,000 from the sale 

of used postage 

stamps. All this money has been used in 

Peru to improve the lives of many people 

through education and skills training. 

Women in particular have been taught 

how to run a small business, how to 

produce fashion items for sale in 

Australia, go to University etc. Students 

are learning how to be leaders for the 

future of a more just and healthy Peru. 

Once again I am asking for your support 

in saving your used stamps. (When 

cutting stamps from envelopes please 

leave a generous margin around the 

edge.)  Unusual envelopes and covers 

with stamps still attached are also 

welcome. Stamps can be given to me 

directly or left at the back of the 

Church.  Many thanks. Joan Toulmin 

(4233 2665; 0418 299 602) 
 

MESSAGE FROM SR 

MAUREEN 
I would like to wish you and your families, 

a very Happy Christmas, filled with 

blessings and lovely surprises. Thank you 

for your wishes and for your friendly 

presences. I will be taking a break from 

Christmas Day and will be back on deck 

on 24 January. God bless each of you. 
 

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS 

The Parish Office will be open for normal 

hours over the Christmas period, but will 

be closed Tuesday, 27 December. 
 

SVDP HELP CENTRE 

The SVDP Help Centre is closed until 30 

January. If you are in need of help, please 

contact the Vinnies Boutique on 4232 

2656. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR A         
18 DECEMBER 2022 

FIRST READING 
Is 7:10-14 

The virgin will 

conceive. 

The Lord spoke 

to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord your 

God for a sign for yourself coming 

either from the depths of Sheol or 

from the heights above.’ 

‘No’, Ahaz answered ‘I will not put the 

Lord to the test.’ 

Then Isaiah said: 

‘Listen now, House of David: 

are you not satisfied with trying the 

patience of men 

without trying the patience of my God, 

too? 

The Lord himself, therefore, 

will give you a sign. 

It is this: the maiden is with child 

and will soon give birth to a son 

whom she will call Immanuel, 

a name which means “God-is-with-

us”.’ 

The word of the Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Ps 23:1-6. R. see vv 7. 10 

(R.) Let the Lord enter; he is king of 

glory. 

1.  The Lord’s is the earth and its 

fullness, 

the world and all its peoples. 

It is he who set it on the seas; 

on the waters he made it firm. (R.) 

2.  Who shall climb the mountain of 

the Lord? 

Who shall stand in his holy place? 

The man with clean hands and pure 

heart, 

who desires not worthless 

things. (R.) 

3.  He shall receive blessings from the 

Lord 

and reward from the God who saves 

him. 

Such are the men who seek him, 

seek the face of the God 

of Jacob. (R.) 

 

 

SECOND READING 
Rom 1:1-7 

Jesus Christ, a descendant of David, is 

the Son of God. 

From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus 

who has been called to be an apostle, 

and specially chosen to preach the 

Good News that God promised long 

ago through his prophets in the 

scriptures. 

This news is about the Son of God, 

who, according to the human nature 

he took, was a descendant of David: it 

is about Jesus Christ our Lord who, in 

the order of the spirit, the spirit of 

holiness that was in him, was 

proclaimed Son of God in all his power 

through his resurrection from the 

dead. Through him we received grace 

and our apostolic mission to preach 

the obedience of faith to all pagan 

nations in honour of his name. You are 

one of these nations, and by his call 

belong to Jesus Christ. To you all, then, 

who are God’s beloved in Rome, called 

to be saints, may God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ send grace and 

peace. 

The word of the Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Mt 1:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

A virgin will give birth to a son; 

his name will be Emmanuel: God is with 

us. 

Alleluia! 

GOSPEL 
Mt 1:18-24 

Jesus was born of Mary, the betrothed 

of Joseph, a son of David. 

This is how Jesus Christ came to be 

born. His mother Mary was betrothed 

to Joseph; but before they came to live 

together she was found to be with 

child through the Holy Spirit. Her 

husband Joseph, being a man of 

honour and wanting to spare her 

publicity, decided to divorce her 

informally. He had made up his mind 

to do this when the angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said, 

‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid 

to take Mary home as your wife, 

because she has conceived what is in 

her by the Holy Spirit. She will give 

birth to a son and you must name him 

Jesus, because he is the one who is to 

save his people from their sins.’ Now all 

this took place to fulfil the words 

spoken by the Lord through the 

prophet: 

The virgin will conceive and give birth 

to a son 

and they will call him Emmanuel, 

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. 

When Joseph woke up he did what the 

angel of the Lord had told him to do: 

he took his wife to his home. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

The psalm responses are from the English Translation of the 
Lectionary for the Mass © 1981 International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy Inc.(ICEL). All rights reserved. The psalm 
texts, from The Psalms, A New Translation, © 1963 by The 
Grail, England and used by permission of the publishers. The 
scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, 
published and © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of 
the publishers. © Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

 

READINGS FOR 18 DECEMBER  
The Nativity of the Lord - Year A/1 

* 1ST READING: Is 70:10-14 

* PSALM: Ps 23:1-6 (R.)  Let the Lord 

enter; he is the king of glory. 

* 2ND READING: Rom 1:1-7 

* GOSPEL: Mt 1:18-24 
 

 

 


