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REFLECTION 
A NEW ERA OF HOPE 

     From that time on, Jesus began to 

preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom 

of heaven is at hand.” Matthew 4:17 

     In Matthew’s Gospel, from which we 

read today, we hear the first words spoken 

by our Lord as He begins His public 

ministry: “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.” Up until this point, 

Matthew’s Gospel presented us with Jesus’ 

genealogy, His birth, the story of the Magi, 

the Holy Family’s flight into Egypt, the 

slaughter of the Holy Innocents, Jesus’ 

baptism, the preaching of Saint John the 

Baptist and Jesus’ forty days in the desert. 

Now, after these introductory stories of 

Jesus’ life, we enter into His public ministry. 

     Recall that John had just been 

imprisoned, thus concluding his public 

ministry. Therefore, the time for the 

preaching and ministry of the Son of God 

had arrived. And though Jesus continues 

the theme of repentance started by John, 

Jesus takes John’s words further. Jesus adds 

something that John could not: “The 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

     Since we are still at the beginning of the 

season of Ordinary Time, it’s important to 

understand this transition from the Old 

Testament prophets, of which John was the 

last, to the New Testament preaching of 

our Lord. The difference is that all that had 

been prophesied and pointed to in the Old 

Testament had now arrived. Saint Jerome, 

in commenting upon this passage, says that 

as the Old Testament Law ceased, the 

Gospel commenced. And, of course, the 

fulfillment of this new era of the Gospel was 

only a few short years away when our Lord 

would offer up His life for the salvation of 

many. As Jesus begins His preaching, His 

words are challenging but also very 

hopeful. By saying that “the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand,” Jesus stirs interest and 

holy curiosity among His first listeners. His 

call to repentance was softened by His new 

proclamation about the Kingdom. 

     One helpful insight we can take from 

these first words of Jesus’ public ministry is 

that this is the best way to share the Gospel 

with those who do not yet follow Christ. 

Oftentimes, when we see someone living in 

serious sin, we want to judge and condemn. 

But usually what they need the most is 

hope—hope that there is something much 

greater that comes from repentance. 

Certainly we need to speak against sin. But 

one of the most effective ways to do so is 

by initially offering the listener hope of 

something much better than the sin with 

which they struggle—specifically, the hope 

of the Kingdom of God. 

     Reflect, today, upon the newness of the 

ministry of Jesus, the newness of the first 

proclamation of the Gospel. As you do, try 

to imagine the holy curiosity that many 

would have had as they first listened to 

Jesus preach. Soon He would follow up His 

preaching with many signs and wonders 

that would confirm His message. But at 

first, Jesus simply instilled a hope in His 

hearers. As you ponder this, think about 

those in your life who also need this initial 

sense of hope and holy curiosity about the 

Gospel and pray that God will inspire you 

and use you to be an instrument of this 

merciful message. 

     Lord, as You began Your public ministry 

of proclaiming the Kingdom of Heaven, 

You instilled hope and a holy curiosity in 

the minds and hearts of Your first hearers. 

Please continue this good work and use me 

as You will to be an instrument of this hope 

in those I encounter every day. Jesus, I trust 

in You. 
Copyright © 2020 My Catholic Life! Inc. All rights 

reserved. Used with permission. www.mycatholic.life  

WEEKDAY MASSES - KIAMA  

Tuesday    24/1  5.00pm St Francis de Sales 

Wednesday 25/1 8.00am The Conversion of St Paul 

Thursday      26/1 9.30am Australia Day 

Friday         27/1 9.30am St Angela Merici; Sts Timothy & Titus 
 

      

               
 

    

RECONCILIATION: Ss Peter and Paul Kiama 

Every Saturday: 8.30am – 9.00am (except Easter 
Saturday) Monthly: first Saturday, 5.00pm – 
5.30pm. 

WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS: by arrangement.  

BAPTISMS: Kiama – 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays of the 

month. Contact the Parish Office to book. 

COUNTER’S ROSTER:  22 January: Group 3 – Vonnie Gee             

29 January: Group 4 – Mike Doherty 
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We would like to respectfully 

acknowledge the Wadi Wadi people 

of the Dharawal nation, who are the 

Traditional Custodians and First 

Peoples of the lands on which we 

worship. 
 

AS A PARISH WE OFFER OUR 

PRAYERS FOR: 

 
Those who are sick: 

Clare Anderson; Mary Newn; All sick 

parishioners and sick relatives and 

friends of parishioners. 

Recently Deceased: 

Doris Matthews; Paul McGuinness; 

Nancy Simons; Trevor Mallon; All 

recently deceased friends and 

relatives of parishioners. 

Anniversaries: 

John Hassett; Br Gary Ferguson; Br 

Kevin Moss; Patricia Bartley; Pat 

Green; Peter Kells; the Holy Souls in 

Purgatory and all parishioners whose 

anniversaries occur at this time. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord 

and let perpetual light shine upon 

them. May they rest in peace. 

Amen. 
 

GERRINGONG MEMORIAL 

GARDEN 
Spaces are available to purchase in the 

Memorial Garden at St Mary Star of the 

Sea, Gerringong for the interment of 

ashes, or for memorial plaques on the 

Memorial Wall. Please note: spaces in 

the Memorial Garden are available 

to Catholics and non-Catholics. If 

you would like further information, 

please contact the Parish Office on 

4232 2081 or email kiama@dow.org.au 
 

HOLY HOUR 
Every Saturday Morning 

From 8.00am to 9.00am in Ss 

Peter and Paul Church, Kiama. 

The hour includes Exposition of 

the Blessed Sacrament, 

Perpetual Succour Novena, 

Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet. 

Everyone is welcome! 

MASS FOR YOU AT HOME 
The Diocese streams a Mass for You at 

Home service each Sunday at:  

 https://www.dow.org.au/media-

resources/online-masses-in-the-

diocese/ 

 

Weekly Diocesan bulletin notices 

can be found at 

https://www.dow.org.au/media-

resources/weekly-bulletin-notices/ 
 

PARISH PLAYGROUP 

 
Parish Hall, Wednesdays, 9.00am – 

11.30am. Term 1: 1 & 15 February; 1, 15 

& 29 March. 

For further details please contact Susie 

Hartley on 0438 377 292. 
 

OFFICE CLOSURE 
The Parish Office is closed for holidays 

and will re-open at 9.00am on Tuesday, 

31 January. Fr Chris will check the 

answering service most days, so if you 

need to contact him urgently, please 

phone 4232 2081 and listen to the 

message.  
 

GATHER-EAT-LISTEN-SHARE  
A new group called GELS...Gather-Eat-

Listen-Share will start in 2023. Once a 

month there will be an opportunity to 

connect with our community, share a 

meal, renew our faith and engage in 

conversation.  First gathering - Thursday 

16 February, 7.00pm – 9.00pm in the 

Parish Hall, Kiama. (More information will 

be provided closer to the date). 
 

AUSTRALIA DAY MASS 
On Thursday, 26 January, the 8.00am 

Mass will not be held. Instead, Mass will 

be celebrated at 9.30am for Australia 

Day. 
 

CATECHIST SUNDAY 
Next weekend in our Parish we are 

celebrating SRE Catechist Sunday. SRE 

Catechists come from all walks of life and 

ensure that the children of our Parish 

attending state public schools hear God's 

great love for them. There are still more 

children that we could be reaching. Can 

you give around an hour of your time a 

week to teach or help out in a classroom? 

Celebrate with us the gift of the SRE 

Catechist Ministry and if you would like 

more information on how you can be 

involved, please contact Gai Delavere on 

0401 468 209.   
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL HELP 

CENTRE 
Mondays from 30 January – 4.00 pm 

to 5.00pm 

SVDP Kiama Conference operates a Help 

Centre for those seeking assistance 

on Mondays between 4.00pm and 

5.00pm in the Parish Meeting Room, 

Kiama. The Help Centre is currently 

closed but will re-open by appointment 

only on Monday, 30 January. Please 

phone 0480 261 309 to make an 

appointment. Outside of these hours 

contact the Vinnies Boutique at 80 

Terralong Street, Kiama on 4232 2656, 

where assistance can be organised. 

If you are interested in becoming a 

volunteer, new members are always 

welcome to join the team. All 

enquiries can be made through the 

Parish Office. 
 

CONFIRMATION 2023 
Please be advised that 

our Parish Confirmation 

ceremony will be held on 

Thursday, 15 June 2023 

at 7:00pm in Ss Peter and 

Paul Church, Kiama. 

Information about the Confirmation 

program and enrolment forms can be 

accessed from the Sacraments page on 

the Parish website – 

www.kiamacatholicchurch.org.au. 

Children in Year 6 or above who have 

made their First Reconciliation and First 

Holy Communion are eligible to enrol in 

the program.  

Please direct any questions to Colleen 

Easton (Confirmation Coordinator) at: 

colleenteaston@gmail.com 

ENROLMENTS CLOSE MONDAY, 28 

MARCH 
 

CATHOLIC WOMEN'S LEAGUE 
The first meeting of the year of Kiama 

Branch of CWL will be held on 

Wednesday, 1 February at 1:30pm in the 

Parish Meeting Room. New and past 

members are cordially invited to attend. 

Diocesan Membership fees of $30 will be 

due. President Ann Dawes will be 

stepping down. Elections will be held in 

March.    

Parishioners and visitors are welcome to 

the Parish Morning Tea on Friday, 3 

February in the Meeting Room after the 

9:30am Mass. 
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3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A         

22 JANUARY 2023 

FIRST READING 

Is 8:23 – 9:3 

In the Galilean 

country, the people 

have seen a great 

light. 

In days past the Lord humbled the land 

of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 

but in days to come he will confer glory 

on the Way of the Sea on the far side 

of Jordan, province of the nations. 

The people that walked in darkness 

has seen a great light; 

on those who live in a land of deep 

shadow 

a light has shone. 

You have made their gladness greater, 

you have made their joy increase, 

they rejoice in your presence 

as men rejoice at harvest time, 

as men are happy when they are 

dividing the spoils. 

For the yoke that was weighing on him, 

the bar across his shoulders, 

the rod of his oppressor, 

these you break as on the day 

of Midian. 

The word of the Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Ps 26:1. 4. 13-14. R. v.1 

(R.) The Lord is my light and my 

salvation. 

1.  The Lord is my light and my help; 

whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my 

life; 

Before whom shall I shrink? (R.) 

2.  There is one thing I ask of the Lord, 

for this I long, 

to live in the house of the Lord, 

all the days of my life, 

to savour the sweetness of the Lord, 

to behold his temple. (R.) 

3. I am sure I shall see the Lord’s 

goodness 

in the land of the living. 

Hope in him, hold firm and take 

heart. 

Hope in the Lord! (R.) 

SECOND READING 
1 Cor 1:10-13, 17 

I appeal to you, my brothers and 

sisters, make up the differences 

between you. 

I appeal to you, brothers, for the sake 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, to make up the 

differences between you, and instead 

of disagreeing among yourselves, to 

be united again in your belief and 

practice. From what Chloe’s people 

have been telling me, my dear 

brothers, it is clear that there are 

serious differences among you. What I 

mean are all these slogans that you 

have, like: ‘I am for Paul’, ‘I am 

for Apollos’, ‘I am for Cephas’, ‘I am for 

Christ’. Has Christ been parcelled out? 

Was it Paul that was crucified for you? 

Were you baptised in the name of 

Paul? 

For Christ did not send me to baptise, 

but to preach the Good News, and not 

to preach that in the terms of 

philosophy in which the crucifixion of 

Christ cannot be expressed. 

The word of the Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Mt 4:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Jesus preached the Good News of the 

kingdom 

and healed all who were sick. 

Alleluia! 

GOSPEL 

Mt 4:12-23 

He went to Capernaum, that the 

prophecy of Isaiah be fulfilled. 

Hearing that John had been arrested 

Jesus went back to Galilee, and 

leaving Nazareth he went and settled 

in Capernaum, a lakeside town on the 

borders of Zebulun and Naphtali. In 

this way the prophecy of Isaiah was to 

be fulfilled: 

Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali! 

Way of the sea on the far side 

of Jordan, 

Galilee of the nations! 

The people that lived in darkness 

has seen a great light; 

on those who dwell in the land and 

shadow of death 

a light has dawned. 

From that moment Jesus began his 

preaching with the message, ‘Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven is close at 

hand.’ As he was walking by the Sea 

of Galilee he saw two brothers, Simon, 

who was called Peter, and his brother 

Andrew; they were making a cast in the 

lake with their net, for they were 

fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow 

me and I will make you fishers of men.’ 

And they left their nets at once and 

followed him. 

Going on from there he saw another 

pair of brothers, James son 

of Zebedee and his brother John; they 

were in their boat with their 

father Zebedee, mending their nets, 

and he called them. At once, leaving 

the boat and their father, they followed 

him. 

He went round the whole 

of Galilee teaching in their 

synagogues, proclaiming the Good 

News of the kingdom and curing all 

kinds of diseases and sickness among 

the people. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

The psalm responses are from the English Translation of the 
Lectionary for the Mass © 1981 International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy Inc.(ICEL). All rights reserved. The psalm 
texts, from The Psalms, A New Translation, © 1963 by The 
Grail, England and used by permission of the publishers. The 
scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, 
published and © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of 
the publishers. © Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

 

READINGS FOR 29 JANUARY  
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time –  

Year A/1 

* 1ST READING: Zeph 2:3; 3:12-13 

* PSALM: Ps 145:7-10 (R.)  Happy the 

poor in spirit; the kingdom of heaven is 

theirs! 

* 2ND READING: 1 Cor 1:26-31 

* GOSPEL: Mt 5:1-12 

 


